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SALEM: 


Sauym, Fes. 26th, 1834. 
Rev. anp Dear Sir, 

Ar the meeting of the Anti-Slavery Society of Salem and Vicinity, 
held on the evening of the 24th inst., in the South Meeting House in this 
town—It was voted, that a copy of the Address delivered by you on that 
evening before the Society be requested for the press. 

Very respectfully yours, 
RUFUS PUTNAM, Ree. Sze’r. 
Rey. Cyrus P. Grosvenor. 


To Dra. Rurvs Purnam, Reo. Sec. &c. 
Sir, : 
In reply to the request communicated by you for a copy of the 

Address delivered before the Anti-Slavery Society of Salem and Vicinity on 
the 24th ult., I may remark, that I esteem my association with the Gentle- 
men composing the Society an unspeakable happiness, which arises, in no 
small degree, from the combination; | in thig sacred union, of all denomina- 
tions of Christians. 

To their demands on my labors I have cheerfully yielded; and, in sub- 
mitting this introductory address to their disposal, I obey the dictates of 
duty to them. 


I am cheered with the hope that those whom they will, in future, eall to 


advocate the same cause, will do much more for its promotion. 
With sentiments of high respect for the Society and for yourself. 
C. P. GROSVENOR. 


Sarzm, Marcu 4, 1834. 


Ar a meeting of the Managers of the Anti-Slavery Society of Saleny 
and Vicinity, March 6th, 1834:—Rev. Mr. Grosvenor having, in compli- 
ance with the request of the Society, submitted for publication a copy of his 

' Address before the Society on the 24th ult.,—It was voted, that 1500 copies 


of the Address be printed. ‘ 
RUFUS PUTNAM, Rue. Sze. 


ADDRESS. 


GENTLEMEN: : 


Tur first duty, to which lam called by you and by 
the circumstances of this occasion, is to express the gratitude 
I feel and which, I do not doubt, you feel to Him in whose 
government is no tyranny and whose service is perfect 
freedom, for the singularly favorable auspices attending 

the commencement of your noble enterprize, and for his 
gracious permission to enter into this holy work. 
The intelligence and candor of the community, among 
- whom your Society has been formed and before whom you 
have frankly avowed the object of your association, with 
your motives and principles of action, by presenting them a 
thousand copies of your Constitution, awaken the most 
pleasing emotions and demand the most honorable recogni- 
vion. Your fellow citizens being, every one of them, we 
may believe, as truly as yourselves, the. warm friends and 
fearless advocates of universal liberty, instead of rising in 
hostility against you, have generally rejoiced in the forma- 
tion of this Society, as the happiest means of bringing into 
entire agreement and vigorous and effective co-operation all 
of the citizens of this part of Essex county, to promote the 
cause of Freedom in a way infinitely more glorious than 
the shedding of blood, though it were only the blood of 
tyrants, which, if blood may ever be shed without giving 
offence to the great Proprietor of human life, ought first to 
flow. This “more excellent way” is described in your 
Constitution in the following words : 
“ Qur principles forbid the doing of evil that good may 
come, and lead us to reject, and to entreat the oppressed to 
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reject, the use of all carnal weapons for their deliverance 
from bondage, relying solely on those which are spiritual 
and mighty through Gop to the pulling down of strong. 
holds,”* 

These are your weapons of glorious warfare against the 
proud and boastful oppressor who stands clad in steel, hold- 
ing over the head of more than two millions of your fellow- 
citizens your own nation’s sword, snatched, at a disastrous 
moment, from the hand of Freedom. Your reliance for 

. success is on Him who is the Creator and the Governor of 
both the oppressor and the oppressed. 

It was to be expected that, when your principles should 
come to be understood by your fellow citizens who. will not 
themselves ‘be slaves, nor make their fellows such, nor tamely 
suffer others to do this deed of infamy in their presence— 
it was most reasonable to expect that, when your principles 
should be understood and, especially, when your motives 
should be felt by your fellow citizens, they, already approv- 
ing your object, would bid you God speed, as they: have 
done before and as they do this evening. 

- You told them what you would do— our abject is the 
extinction of Slavery in the nation of which we are citizens? — 

and in what manner you would seek this object and what 
were your motives; and ina ‘single week your Society 
numbered one hundred .and fifty members. The Society 
was organized twenty eight days ago and, at present, 
numbers moreé:than two hundred and fifty members. It is 
not known to me that this holy cause has received so prompt 
support in any other quarter of the land—-even in New- 
England, where the principles of liberty are better under- 
stood and the blessings of liberty are more highly valued by 
the citizens-at large than in any other portion of the world. 
You have, indeed, seemed to wait a little, after some others 
shad taken the field; but it was only that you might follow 


* See, also, the Constitution of the American Anti-Slavery Society. 
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up the contest with the greater vigor, when your aid should 
prove most effective. 

Although you have, by other means, made known your 
object and motives and principles, this is the first occasion 
afforded you of addressing yourselves to an assembly of 
your. fellow citizens in general. You have been pleased to 
honor me by an appointment to speak to them in your name, 

* and to plead, on.your behalf, the cause of injured, insulted 
~ and bleeding humanity—to assert the claims of the oppres- 
sed, and to urge the duty of breaking “ the bands of wick- 
edness.” Though it was my desire that this duty might fall 
on some other, I caunot deny that I esteem it a felicity to 
plead such a cause before such an assembly—so numerous 
an assembly of enlightened philanthropists.* 

Among you, my brethren and fellow citizens, is seen no 
slave ; and yet, no person has been debarred, as 1 have seen 
elsewhere, from coming into your assembly, lest, having 

been robbed of his rights by cruel statutes, he might, per- 
4 chance, hear of Laberty and think he had found tHe 
INESTIMABLE GEM of which he had been despoiled ; or lest 
he should espy, on your brow, the chaplet which had been 
plucked from his own. I have been present at the celebra- 
tion of our Nation’s Independence, in my own house of 
worship, when and where no man of color dared present 
himself. On that occasion it became my duty to lead in 
prayer, but I must not name the colored man in my prayer 
for the blessings of liberty, lest I should be esteemed a dis- 
organizer. There sat the Governor of the state with other 
magistrates and the’ common people, to hear read the 
Decuaration or InpEPpENDENCE, which contains the 
verdict of three millions of white men in 1776—a verdict 

ratified since by many millions more,— That these ‘truths 

* About two thousand persons, a large proportion of whom were men.— 

We rejoice, however, in the spirit which is known to prevail among TH 
Lapixzs of this town and the vicinity, and which, is now moving them to 


the formation of a co-ordinate Society. 
This Address was repeated in Marblehead, Danvers and Beverly. 
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are self-evident—that all men are created equal; that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights; that among these are Lire, Liperty aND THE 
pursuit or Happiness. That, to secure these rights, 
governments are instituted among men, deriving their just 
powers from the consent of the governed ; that, whenever any 
form of government becomes destructive of these ends, it is 
the right of the people to alter or to abolish it, and to insti- 
tute a new government, laying its foundations on such 
principles, and organizing its powers in such form, as to 
them shall seem most likely to effect their safety and happi- 
ness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that governments long 
established should not be changed for light and transient 
causes ; and, accordingly, all experience hath shewn that 
mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are 
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms 
to which they are accustomed. But, when a long train of 
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same object, 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, 
it is THEIR RIGHT, it is THEIR DUTY, to throw off such 
government, and to provide new guards for their future 
security.” 
It was dangerous to read such sentiments, and to declare 
them to be “ self-evident,” in the hearing of the colored 
man. It was dangerous to read, in his hearing, The Bill of 
his own “Immepiate Emancipation,” and of the white 
man’s hypocricy ; and, therefore the colored man was for- 
bidden to approach the spot so sacred to the freedom of the 
white man. For the white man might lose his freedom by 
such exposure of Truru; or, if not his freedom, he might 
lose his slave. But the colored man is here to-night, and 
we feel no alarm, though we tell him all we ourselves know 
of the rights of man. There are many of this interesting 
class in, this community ; but they commit no more than 
a proportionate share of depredations on the property of 
the whites. Indeed, they are very generally peaceable, 
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moral and industrious ; and several of them are in respectable 
business, and are qualified voters. Why is this? Because 
they are free and enjoy the blessings of liberty. Just so 
free from alarm might the men of the South be, if, as early 
as the needful preparation can be made, every slave be de- 
clared a freeman, the greater numbers of the colored people 
at the-South notwithstanding. Of this topic I shall take 
notice again before I sit down. 

Iam naturally brought to the spot, where I ought to pre- 
sent to my hearers a sketch of the plan on which, we think, 
a righteous emancipation of all the slaves in the Union may 
take place, with safety and even advantage to the whites, 
and for the incalculable benefit of the colored people now in 
unjust bondage. The masters err egregiously, if they sus- 
pect us of any design or wish to do them an injury. This I 
shall endeavor to demonstrate at a proper time. 

Tue Consrrrution of this Society claims “ the immedi- 
ate, simultaneous emancipation, with a view to their employ- 
ment as hired laborers, of all the slaves in the Union.” If, 
however, the accomplishment of the work shall not take 
place by the “ simultaneous” action of all the Slave states, 
and, if slavery shall be abolished by the successive action 
of the several states, still duty requires that it be done 
immediately everywhere; and this would make it simultane- 
ous.. We say “immediate simultaneous,” because we 
believe that such a measure would be attended with the least 
of evil and with the most of good, both to the masters and 
the slaves; and because no delay: of making the necessary 
preparation is morally allowable anywhere. The just, 
humane and noble work of universal emancipation ought to 
be entered upon immediately. ee 

Nothing short of universal emancipation will give satis- 
faction to the friends of liberty, who are scattered through 
all the States. There are, in each of the slave states, many 
hearty friends of our cause, who are waiting for our co-ope- 
ration with them to persuade their neighbors to unclinch 
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their grasp on the slave, and to throw off at once both the 
sin and the curse of slaveholding.* } 

Universal emancipation is the object of their desire and it 
is ours. This will be urged with unyielding firmness, until 
it shall be granted. When this is done, every Anti-Slavery 
Society in the United States will resign its charter and be 
disbanded. ‘Till the glorious consummation shall be attain- 


ed, they will retain their charters, which are granted them . 


by the King of kings and sealed with his signet and, 
therefore, no earthly power may annul them. 

Explanation is sometimes requested of the word “imme- 
diate,” as it is used in our Constitution. It is employed 
in its most common sense and, therefore, seems scarcely to 
need explanation. ‘To quiet every alarm, however, I may 
refer the audience toa case or two of its common use.— 
«¢ When will you send your vessel to sea?” “ Immediately,” 
is your reply, although you may not have fixed the day for 
her sailing; for your meaning‘is, that she will sail soon 
and as soon as the unavoidably necessary preparation can 
be made, which is now in progress and will be meet 
with as little delay as possible. 

The sheriff requires the criminal whom he arrests in bed 
to go with him immediately ; meaning that he rise and dress 
and go with him without delay. 

A case can seldom be found, when some preparation to do 
the act, required immediately to be done, is not implied. 
Even an immediate answer to a question allows time enough 
for thought and the inhaling of the breath. 


*« On Saturday evening, Feb. 11th, an Address of great interest and power 
was delivered before the Kentucky Anti-Slavery Society, by G. Burnzy, Esq. 
a distinguished attorney, on the plan and objects of that Society lately formed 
by ‘slave-holders—for the relief of the State from Slavery. Its necessity, its 
practicability, and its utility, ina pecuniary, literary, political and moral 
point of view, were all demonstrated; and the reasons, why slave-holders 
should engage in this object, were set forth, with a strength of argument, 
and a power of illustration, which have seldom been surpassed. VN, Y. 
paper. Let this fact speak in the ears of Northern objectors to emancipation, 
if they “ have ears to hear.” 
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The common use of this word, when it has relation to 
time, allows more or less intervening time, according to the 
preparation necessary to be made for doing the act which 
is required to be done immediately ; and it is in the same 
way the word “immediate” is to be understood in the 
Constitution of this Society. The preparation for emanci- 
pating his slaves is to be entered upon instantly by every 
man who helds his fellow beings in slavery; and the 
Legislatures of all the slave states ought instantly to begin 
this part of the work. A part of the preparatory duty of 
individual slave holders is to exert their influence, by con- 
versation and the press, to effect an agreement among 
themselves, and to instruct their Legislators to do their 
duty in repealing every law which prohibits the literary or 
religious instruction of the colored people, and in enacting 
laws requiring the masters to make some restitution for the 
past wrongs done their slaves by taking from them the key 
of knowledge and by keeping back their just hire. The 
necessary time is to be spent in making this restitution. 
Knowledge is necessary to the slave, as a preparative for his 
enjoyment of freedom, and ought immediately to be given 
him ; for he has by his own labors and sufferings, and by 
hens of his ancestors who have gone down to their graves 
unrewarded, the most righteous claim to such redress. I 
am understood as speaking of that righteousness which is 
according to the law that rises above all human authority 
and approves or condemns the laws of man, as they may 
be in agreement or disagreement with. itself—the Law of 
Him “by whom actions are weighed.” Surely the justice 
which Gop has established clearly awards some compensa- 
tion, in a case like this.* And what compensation would 
be so cheap to the masters and so valuable to the slaves, 
as such instruction as is a necessary preparative to freedom, 
and then freedom itself? I claim this preparation as the right 
of the slave—not at all as implying that the master has a 


*See James v. 1—6. 1. John iii, 8~iv.20. Colossians iv. 1. 
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right to hold the slave, as such, a moment. Such you will un- 
derstand to be my meaning in all that I shall say on this point. 
Some time is necessary to do any act, but no longer time 
is allowable than is absolutely necessary to do the act. I con- 
sider this preparation as a part of the act of emancipation, 
which ought to be entered on at once.* If I am told that 
some of the Slave States are now making such preparation, I 
deny the fact and wait for proof. The contrary is true. 
From time to time, new and more rigid laws are enacted in 
those States, prohibiting the literary instruction of the 
slaves; anda recent attempt has been made in the legisla- 
ture of South Carolina to. prohibit, under heavy penalties, 
the instruction of even the free people of color, by any per- 
sons, in reading and writing. Formerly, a portion of the 
slaves were taught to read, but now they are prevented all 
literary instruction, by heavy legal penalties, which would 
be incurred by even the master who should teach his own 
slaves to read.+ . ‘Transient visitors to the slave states, be- 
cause they find some of the middle aged and older slaves 
able to read, conclude, without further inquiry, that the 
person or through the newspapers, they spread the error 
over the community. Such travellers deserve a severe re- 
buke. A christian slave-holder in Georgia told me in his 
own house, ten years ago, that he wished to instruct his 
slaves, but was prevented by law. 

_ We have lately had set before us the humiliating specta- 
cle of a worthy gentleman on his knees before the Legisla- 
ture of Louisiana, praying for permission to educate his 
own slaves ; and this he dared not ask, only on the: condi- 


“The thief may need sometime to bring back the horse which he stole and 
sent to a distance ; but this fact confers no right on the thief to hold that 
horse in his possession a moment, as his horse. Immediate restoration is his 
duty, though it may require a month to do this immediate, present, duty. 

+See, in this fact, both the injustice of the slave-holders and their tremb- 
ling cowardice. They dare not let their slaves have the means of know- 
ledge. Is not this the meanest cowardice ? 
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tion, which he could not righteously promise, without the 
free consent of his slaves, that, when educated, they should 
be expatriated.* 1 admire the justice and philanthrophy of 
his heart, and rejoice that he has given the world his esti- 
mate of the value of liberty to the slaves, by relinquishing 
what he, as well as any other slave-holder, may account his 
property in them, to the amount of one hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, and by adding to this sum the entire ex- 
pense of their education. But who in this house does not 
abhor the laws which make that noble minded gentleman 
such a slave? If you were in his circumstances, would you 
not educate your slaves, though the petition were rejected ? 
Then, if your life should be the sacrifice, your death might 
rouse an indignant people, the masters, to assert their rights 
and break the fetters of unrighteous'law from their own feet. 
But now the press is shackled throughout the dominions of 
slavery, and the spirit of Freedom cowers before the stalking 
ghost of Despotism. The same horrid phantom which stands 
beside the press, and lays its unearthly finger on the arm of 
the man who would move it in the cause of liberty, shakes 
that finger at the humane master, when he would educate 
his slaves and set them free. A moral paralysis seizes the 
heart, as the frightful spectre seems to say through its moveless 
lips— This ts my own dominion.”? It, undoubtedly, re- 
quires great moral firmness and courage to look the monster - 
in the face; and yet it may be done; and: that man will ac- 
quire more than ordinary glory, who, being himself a hold- 
er of slaves, shall break both their chains and his own, and 
lead his fellows in guilt and suffering to the complete over- 
throw of the system of slavery. 

The states of Maryland and Virginia are, indeed, ridding 


* See petition of John McDonough—Afr. Rep. Jan. 1834. 


“< Freemen,” says Gov. Hayne, “ in slave-holding staes, are proverbially 
jealous of their rights.” Suppose they were now to assert their proper 
rights in South Carolina. But this “jealousy” is the “ fear and trembling 
which takes hold on the hypocrite.’ It is the cautiousness of the thief. 
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themselves of their slaves. But how? ° Is it by preparing 
them for the enjoyment of freedom, by furnishing them with 
the means of knowledge? No—far from any such thing. 
They are selling them into more grievous bondage in Louisi- 
ana and other parts of the further south, and pocketing “the 
price of their blood ;” or, which is worse, the price of their 
Liberty. Our fathers chose to die rather than submit to the 
comparatively trifling oppression of the mother country. I 
may not be accounted extravagant, therefore, in estimating 
Liberty above life. It is as precious to the black man as 
to the white man, and the humane esteem it so. Indeed, the 
slaveholders themselves have repeatedly given the same ver- 
dict. Let me refer you to a recent fact in point. ‘The 
Legislature of Georgia have just purchased the freedom of 
a colored lad, who by his spirited exertions saved the court 
house in Milledgeville from destruction by fire.” Yes, my 
hearers, that slave-holding Legislature paid to his master 
the sum of Eientezn Hunprep Dowwars for the freedom 
of that negro boy. The boy received nothing, as I have 
heard, but Laberty—that “worthless thing” to him, if we may 
believe some white-bodied men of New-England. What! 
eight hundred dollars, only to. purchase for the noble boy 
the wretched lot of being “a free negro,” whose condition, 
we are told here at home, is worse, ‘* incomparably worse, 
than that of the slave”! A wonderful act of liberality on 
the part of the Legislature! If the boy had been “ a free 
negro,” they should, as a reward. of his good deed, have 
paid the eighteen hundred dollars to some high minded phi- 
lanthropist to make him a slave, that he might be redeemed 
from the horrors of freedom, and be ‘happier, in every re- 
spect, than most of the free colored persons at the North.” 
And who knows but that the emancipated boy will be induc- 
ed, by the cruelty of the Legislature to him, to get up an 
insurrection to requite them for their injustice? At any 
rate, he will never dare save another court-house from burn- 
ing, lest they should ruin him by making him a rich man 
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and a voter at their elections, like some of the colored peo- 
ple among us, and teach him to read the word of God as 
the great body of colored people here are able to do. 

Bat I will return to the Maryland and Virginia method 
of removing their slaves, which, after what you have heard 
of the evils of negro feeedom, you may think more humane 
than emancipation. They have practised on their plan of 
selling their slaves for many years. Ten years ago, I saw 
fine boys from Virginia exposed for sale in South Carolina, 

This Maryland and Virginia emancipation, from which 
so much hope is extracted that slavery is about to be abol- 
ished gradually, is nothing more nor less than a new edition 
of the horrid slave-trade. — It increases the evil to the nation 
at large, while it seems to remove it a little farther from 
our observation. It is a preparation, not for a righteous 
and voluntary emancipation of the slaves, but for insurrec- 
tion, to begin at the Gulf of Mexico and the mouth of the 
Mississippi and spread to the Potomac. It may involve 
New England in the bloody strife of civil war. Unless the 
purpose is to allow the Floridas, Alabama, Louisiana and 
Mississippi to fall into the hands of the colored people and 
become their own territory, the North ought to protest 
against any further progress in this domestic slave-trade, 
lest we be called on, under the terms of our national com- 
pact, to unite in subduing a general insurrection by the 
massacre of all the slaves in the land.* 

The criminality and the horrors of the slave-trade, foreign 
and domestic, belong to slave-holding and grow out of it, 


* Who does not foresee that, when, as the prospect is, the number of 
slaves shall haye become so great, in the neighborhood of New Orleans, as 
to give them the power, they will use it? And what freemen would spill 
their own blood for the pleasare of shedding the blood of two or three mil- 
lions of slaves, or of reducing them again to a state of slavery for the benefit 
of their masters? And Jet not New England forget that she is now taxed 
to support a standing army, for the express purpose of keeping the slaves 
quiet, that their masters may have the profits of their labors. See speeches 
in Congress on Nullification. 


, 
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just as the evils of traffic in ardent spirits, if any evils exist 
in the mere traffic, belong to and grow out of the practice 
of drinking those poisons. Whatever prohibition may be 
imposed on the importation of ardent spirits, the evils of 
intemperance can never be done away, so long ‘as these 
drinks are distilled in the country so abundantly as to fur- 
nish the tippler with his dram for a single cent ; and so long 
as rum-drinking continues, there will be found men enough, 
sufficiently greedy of filthy lucre and regardless of their 
neighbor’s welfare, to keep the venomous worm employed 
in emitting the deadly poison. The following resolution 
was offered and sustained at a late meeting of the Massa- 
chusetts Legislative Temperance Society. ‘ Resolved, that 
we find no sufficient guaranty for the universal prevalence 
of Temperance, but in the entire disuse of ardent spirit as a 
drink.” 

The foreign slave-trade has been prohibited by law and 
declared to be “ Prracy;” but what does this avail towards 
the annihilation of slavery, so long as slaves enough are 
raised in the land to supply and even glut the market ?— 
And so long as there is a market for human bodies and 
souls, there will be found men enough, sufficiently brutalized 
and diabolical to traffic in such commodities—to smuggle 
them into the country—to kidnap the free—and to raise 
slaves for that market. These things are constantly done 
at present. If only a market were now opened in Mexico, 
where a large price would be paid for white children, and 
if Mexico were able to defend that market, your own chil- 
dren would not be safe in these streets. - 


Precisely the same method, therefore, must be adopted in this 


case as that so effectually pursued at present by that excellent 
and honored institution, the Temperance Society. The Mar- 
ket must be destroyed by persuading those who use the arti- 
cles to discontinue that use. If all willimmediately quit the use 
of both spirits and slaves, there can be none of the evils of 
drunkenness or of slavery, and all traffic in these things, 
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with its attendant evils, will cease, as an eflect ceases with 
its cause. 

IfLam met here with the pretence that, because slavery 
is sustained by law, the people are not at liberty to exert 
their influence to overthrow it; I may reply that the same 


restriction is imposed by ‘the license laws.” 


Every man 
has a legal right to drink and to traffic in ardent spirits.— 
Every licensed grog-shop in Salem is a legal, Commonwealth 
establishment, and as it is. said of the feasts of Persia and 
Media, “ The drinking was according to the law.’ Shall, 
therefore, nothing be whispered against intemperance ? 
shall Temperance men be silent? ‘I trow not.” The 
license laws are attacked, and who has not an indisputable 
right to attack, by sound argument, every civil statute ? 
But are we to be told that the slave-laws are an exception ? 
that they are too sacred to be impugned? Is there, indeed, 
burning around these a wall of holy fire which we may not 
pass? I think, we shall not be soon terrified by such folly. 

The Declaration of Independence, by which our national 
Constitution is yet to be interpreted, condemns slavery in 
terms unqualified. Under the transcendent authority of 
this fundamental state paper, Congress ought, undoubtedly, 
to prohibit the traffic in slaves between the States. But 
that would only check, it would not cure the evil. There 
would remain the selling and buying of men and women 
and children in the several States which hold them. And, 
more than all—nay the very sum and substance of the whole 
wickedness—the very root of the evil, with most of its 
branches and fruit—there would remain THE HOLDING AND 
EMPLOYING, IN SERVILE, UNREWARDED AND CRUEL BONDAGE, 
OUR FELLOW MEN AND FELLOW CITIZENS BORN TO EQUAL 
FREEDOM WITH OURSELVES.’ * 

Nothing, therefore, can ever cure the evil, but the ceas- 


*The Constitution of the United States, instead of establishing slavery, 
as some contend, who seem never to have read it, faintly alludes to it, 
perhaps, in three clauses, neither of which, however, necessarily implies 
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ing to do the sin, of holding our fellow men in slavery.— 
‘“‘ Slavery,”’ says a worthy minister in a letter recently re- 
ceived, ‘is one of those evil things in this world, which can 
never be reformed. Itis not an abuse of a thing which is 
in itself good.” His meaning is that it is essential sin, and, 
to be cured, must be eradicated. It is the unrighteous tak- 
ing away and withholding of the property of another—his 
Lisrrty, and this'it is which must be restored. This is 
our plan. It is not, however, a scheme of our own inven- 
tion. It had its origin in a purer source. It originated in 
that Wisdom which makes all things perfect and in that 
Benevolence which always consults the highest good of the 
obedient. And let shame crimson the cheek of him who is 
chargeable with the imputation, though he never before 
blushed for his own vileness, while I vindicate, in a single 
sentence from God’s word, in which are found no contra- 
dictions, the Religion of the Bible from the ignorant and 
wicked imputation to it of the establishment or approval of 
Slavery; at the same time that I exhibit to you the charter- 
ed authority of Jenovan, under which this Society exists, 
and acts, and puts at defiance all who presume to set their 
foot on the neck of their fellows, or who would uphold them 
in the Anti-Curistian act. Our divine Cuarrer is in 
these words—* Loose THE BANDS OF WICKEDNESS—UNDO 
THE HEAVY BURDENS—LET THE OPPRESSED GO FREE— 
BREAK EVERY yoke. 'THEN SHALL THY LIGHT BREAK 
FORTH AS THE MORNING, AND THY HEALTH SHALE SPRING 


slavery, but may mean, and, if interpreted by the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, must mean something else. Nevertheless, Congress connives at this 
Domestic slave-trade, and enacts slavye-laws for the District of Columbia. 
By the 7th section of an Act of Congress, approved May 3, 1802, it seems 
that one essential condition, on which the District is granted to the United 
States, is that “ owners of slaves” shall have the right “to hire them 
within or remove them to the said District.” How, then, can Congress 
abolish slavery there, without a forfeiture of the District to the states of 
Maryland and Virginia, by which it was granted? If this is so, it will be 
seen that the chains are riveted on the Wation, and the Nation only can 
break them. What shall be done? 
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FORTH SPEEDILY, AND THY RIGTEOUNESS SHALL GO BEFORE 
THEE—THE GLORY OF THE LoRD SHALL BE THY REAR- 
WARD.” 

Such is our Charter ; and who, that has literature enough 
to spell out so many words, will venture to impute to the 
Rexicion of Gop the establishment or approval of Slavery, 
in which are ‘the bands of wickedness” which are to be 
“loosed” by this Holy Religion—* the heavy burdens” to 
be “ undone”—the “ yoke” of oppression to be ** broken,” 
that all may “ go free!” Who will risk his reputation for 
either knowledge or honesty, by imputing to the perfectly 
just and benevolent Religion of the Bible such a horrid sys- 
tem of injustice and cruelty as the Slavery in these United 
States! Let such a man not only think of his own reputa- 


_tion, but if he has the requisite audacity, let him venture into 


JeHOVAn’s presence with this prayer, for we may always 
pray for his blessing on that which is agreeable to his will— 
Great Gop, WHO APPROVEST ALL RIGHTEOUS CONDUCT, 
SMILE ON THINE OWN INSTITUTION OF SLAVERY, AND 
SUFFER IT NOT TO BE OVERTHROWN BY ITS ENEMIES; BUT 
MULTIP LY ITS FRIENDS AND ABETTORS, AND CAUSE IT TO 
FLOURISH IN THIS HAPPY LAND AND IN ALL LANDS. 
Blasphemous thought! Indeed, no man ever dared pray 
such a prayer. You will not so pray to-night. And yet 
there are men who presume to call slavery a divine institu- 
tion. I could not wish that even tyrants should be made 
slaves for life ; but, if they were, they would require but a 
brief probation to learn how much of divinity is init. If 
any kind of servitude is recognized in the New ‘Testa- 
ment, it is just such servitude as exists in every place, where 
masters or employers give to their servants, or hired laborers, 
that which is just and equal. To do this, the employer 
must not “keep back the hire of the laborers which reap 
down his fields,” but must pay them an equivalent for their 
service. This is all we ask, for it would quickly make 
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every servant a freeman in the unimpeded enjoyment of his 
« rights—life—liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.” 

This Society has adopted Gon’s plan for ‘the destruction 
of the ungodly institution of slavery, and we have prayed 
to Him to aid us in its subversion; and thus we will pray, 
tillthere “shall not be left in it one stone upon another.” 
This cause is most religious. It is Gop’s cause, and no 
man dares pray against us. 

All we ask is that the slave-holder restore that which he 
has unjustly taken away, so far as it is in his power to make 
restitution. I purposely and conscientiously avoid using 
the word slave-owner, for I deny the existence of sucha 
man in the nation. Full restitution, however, the slave- 
holder cannot make. That would require him to surrender 
to his slaves all of his property ; and more than this, for it 
has all been earned and gathered by the slaves, and the 
master has wasted, in various luxury, more of the earnings 
of the slaves than he has preserved. I speak generally. 
What I have just asserted is true of a large majority of 
cases. But, if the oppressor has rendered himself unable to 
make full restitution for the injustice he has committed on 
those from whom he has taken away, or, which is the same 
thing, withheld the unalienable right of liberty with all of 
its immunities and various rich, inestimable blessings, he is, 
nevertheless, bound to do all he can do towards paying back 
to their owners these divine bestowments, and repent before 
Gop of the remaining debt which he can never repay. To 
those, who yet survive the hardships and toils of ignomin- 
ious and cruel servitude, the unalienable right of Liperty 
may now be restored. 

This right has never been alienated; for by our holy 
religion as well as by our declaration of Independence, it is 
solemnly declared to be “ unalienable.” There are rights 
which may be righteously alienated, as the owner’s right to 
an estate by his act of sale. But no man may righteously 
alienate his Liberty. A criminal may forfeit his liberty ; 
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but this he always does unrighteously. No man can sell 

the liberty of his children, or any of his posterity, without 

selling a property which is not his own. Parental govern- 

ment, God has established; and it ought, therefore, to be 

exercised, though always for the good and with a careful 

respect to the rights of the child. Slavery, instead of being 

analagous to this, interferes with and destroys it, as it re- 

gards the enslaved parents and their children. Those 

parents are not allowed to govern their own children, or to 

cherish them, agreeably to the dictates of nature and of 
nature’s God, or to bring them up in the nurture and admo- 

nition of the Lord, agreeably to the express requirement of 
the Gospel. Guardianship of minors, which is only a 

necessary substitute for parental government and care, 

where these are providentially cut off, is equally unlike the 
debasing despotism of Slavery, which can never exist without 

crime. 

I may be told that most of the present slave-holders 
received their slaves from their fathers, and, therefore, these 
men are not guilty. This species of pretext is so common 
in the mouths of the slave-holders and their abettors, that it 
demands a very careful examination. They would hide the 
guilt by calling slavery, ‘ as it now exists,” only a heredi- 
tary evil, more grievous to the masters than to the slaves. 
I have no doubt of its fearfully injurious influence on the 
masters, regarding, especially, their morals, and, in general, 
even their pecuniary interests. 

It is, however, ‘ the love of money, that root ofall evil,” 
and the love of ease and luxury and power, and not any 
irresistible necessity imposed on them by their fathers, which 
is the real perpetuating cause of slave-holding, in general, 
to say the least. But let us examine this apology with care. 

It will not be denied that, in the beginning, great injustice 
was done the natives of Africa, in tearing them away from 
their homes and possessions and kindred, and in dragging 
them away into a foreign land to sell them into slavery.— 
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This is admitted by this nation, for the law of the land 
declares such dealing “ Prracy ;” i. e. “ Ropspery on the 
high seas.” What then is the next link in this chain? It 
is the purchasing of the ‘ Roper” the goods which he is 
known to have stolen; for, by the law of God and the law 
of our country, he is a robber, a. thief, ‘who stealeth a man.” 
Observe, my auditors, in what light the Law of Moses places 
this matter. ‘He that stealeth a Man and selleth him, or 
if he be found in his hand, he shall surely be put to death.”* 

I shall not go into a long argument to prove that he who 
purchases of a thief his stolen goods, knowing them to be 
such, isa partaker in his guilt. This you all instantly grant ; 
and such, none will deny, was the guilt of the buyers of 
the slaves, for they well knew them to be stolen property. 
But the pretence is that, when the father has bought this 
property and dying, has left it to his children, the guilt of 
slave-holding ceases. If this were so, one third or one 
sixth, perhaps, of the present holders of slaves, would be 
innocent. It must not be overlooked, however, that the two 
thirds or the five sixths are the actual purchasers of their 
slaves. The traffic is carried on briskly, at this moment, 
throughout the slave states. Not long ago, I read, in a 
public print from the District of Columbia, an advertise- 
ment for Two Hunprep anv Firty good slaves, for which 
the highest prices were offered; and Virginia alone sends, 
annually, to the New-Orleans market about six THoUsAND 
slaves. So, then, if the alleged apology were admissible at 
all, it could be only to a very limited extent. 

But let us try the famous apology itself, and determine 
whether such articles as may justly bear the name of pro- 
perty, though left me by my father’s last will, may not be 
legally and righteously recovered by the heirs of the man, 
and, especially, by the man himself, from whom it was un- 
lawfully taken. It matters not, whether my father stole the 
property, or bought it of him who did steal it—it is in my 


* Exodus xxi. Chap. 
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hands stolen property, though it constitutes my whole es- 
tate, and though I have been, till this hour, utterly ignorant 
of the mode in which my father obtained it. If the rightful 
heirs can show a legal claim to it, and I can do no more 
than show that I received it from my father, who obtained 
it by fraud, or honestly bought it of one who did fraudu- 
lently obtain it, the heirs will take it from me by right and 
law. The property belongs to those who can make out a 
legal and righteous claim to it. If the enforcement of their 
claim leaves me in poverty, so, it may be, my retention of 
it would leave the rightful heirs in protracted poverty, which 
they have already Jong endured by reason of my illegal 
enjoyment of their property. 

Shall. property in. human bones and sinews and souls be 
made the only exception to a rule so righteous? Shall this 
exception be made, too, in obvious view of the fact that no 
ignorance can be pleaded on behalf of either children or 
parents, of the truth that man can never (Gop being the 
Lawatver) legally hold property in man. 

May the legal heir make out his claim to Liberty and its 
blessings, the richest of all possessions, and yet may one 
who has received, and, therefore, holds that .property ¢dle- 
gally, and can make out no other claim than that he has 
received it of his father who purchased it of a robber, ‘a 
PIRATE,” in the language of our laws,—may he enforce 
such claim and leave the rightful owner unredressed? Tue 
SLAVE is the rightful and the only owner of his own liberty, 
and a thousand wicked purchases or bequests can, in no 
degree, affect his right—it is “unalienable.” ‘The father 
had no right to leave such property to his children. It was 
not his to bequeathe, for it was never his own, and no man 
has any right either to sell or to give away what is not his 
own. Ifhe has:human law to back him, that law is unjust 
and abominable in the sight of God, and in the sight of 
righteous men. It is the law of tyrants and not of equity. 
Let those approve such law who would themselves be slaves. 
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Again, it is said that the restoraticn of this property to 
the owner would occasion the pauperism of some few slave- 
holders; for all their wealth consists in slaves. I grant it. 
But who tells me that it is more righteous to make and keep 
the poor colored man a pauper, in the deepest poverty, by 
taking and with-holding from him his “ unalienable rights,” 
than to leave the slave-holder a poor but free man, by tak- 
ing away from him only that which he presumes to hold 
against the high authority of Gop, and in violation of the 
foundation law of this Republic, both of which guaranty to 
“all men” “ Lrserty,” as an “ unalienable right 2’? Who 
ought to be the pauper, if one must ?—the man who has a 
righteous claim to the property ?—or the man who is with- 
holding that property from the owner, on the plea that his 
father either stole it or bought it of the robber—the “ Pr- 
RATE ?” 

Sympathy is quickly excited in some minds by the possi- 
bility of pauperism accruing to the oppressor. But for the 
oppressed there is no tear to be shed, no sympathy to be 
felt. Nay the poor colored millions must be insulted, by 
being told that it is their duty to endure the oppression 
without a murmur or a sigh, or a prayer for deliverance 
through the repentance of their masters; and the friends of 
Liberty must be put to silence, when they are interceding 
with the oppressor for the rights of his captives whom Gop 
commands him to “let go free.” Such is the cowardly 
policy of time-serving sycophants—such is the profaneness 


_ of pride and the dictate of philosophy, falsely so called. 


“ Wisdom is humble, said the voice of God.— 
Tis proud, the world replied. 
Wisdom retires, said God— 
And weeps with all who have just cause to weep. 
Wisdom, replied the world, struts forth to gaze : 
Treads the broad stage with clamorous foot, e 
And never weeps, but for its own disgrace. 
How few believe the day of equal rights 
Will ever come, 
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When he, who lifted up the reeking scourge, 
Dripping with gore from the slaves back, shall stand 
At that tribunal high, where Gop HIMsELF 

Shall look him in the face, and ask in wrath— 
Way pipst THou THs? Maw! was HE NOT THY BROTHER ? 
Pride! self-adoring pride, was primal cause 

Of all sin past, all pain, all woe to come— 
Unconquerable pride! first, eldest sin— 

Great fountain-head of evil! highest source ; 

Hence flowed rebellion ’gainst the Omnipotent, 
Thence hate of man to man, and all else ill.” 


Paupers ! what slave-holder would become a pauper by 
relinquishing his hold on other men’s property—on other 
MEN, as good as himself, and as “ virtuous,” and possessing 
equal claims to their own liberty with him? Who needs 
be made a pauper by such an act, while he has hands. to 
“work” with and ought to use them, or, on the authority 
of the great God, “he ought not to eat.”* 

We at the North work for our own support, with no 
dishonor and with essential benefit to ourselves in every of 
respect ; and the gentlemen of the South need not think it 
too much to goand do likewise. If they are ashamed to 
labor, in some useful department of industry, we may be 
ashamed of them; or, if they are too luxurious to work, let 
them be taught some practical lessons of industry, by being 
made to feel the necessity of which we at the North are 
sensible. It would do them good. Idleness ruins them. 
That their climate does not forbid their labor, is proved by 
the fact, that such of the whites, as are too poor or too noble- 
minded to hold slaves, do labor and enjoy better health 
than their idle neighbors. They may better work than 


* 2d Thessalonians, iii Chap. 


Gov. Hayne thinks it a better way to have “the freemen of the slave- 
states, who are proverbially jealous of their rights, in array, with arms in 
their hands !”’—Messuge. This man, in the same message, says that some of 
the “ incendiary publications have fallen into his hands.” I may, with due 
respect, recommend to his perusal a certain ‘incendiary publication,” 
which he may find in Luke xii. 49—53. 
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spend their time and strength in luxurious ease, or “in 
array with arms in their hands,” while the nobler black 
-men are toiling in the field to earn, for masters so worthless, 
the means of their Juxurious indulgences. 

Here, one man, by his own industry, maintains himself 
and his family, and, not unfrequently, lays up a comfortable 
estate for his children. There, twelve, fifty, five hundred 
or more, slaves are compelled to toil unrewarded to support 
a single white family. Sate to day boasts one venerable 
citizen, at least, whose wealth, probably, exceeds that of any 
inhabitant of South Carolina, and who has the honor of 
having earned every dollar of it by his own industry, under 
the blessing of the God of “ the honest man.” The citizen, 
to whom I allude, has always been such a practical enemy 
of slavery that he would scorn to have it thought of him, 
that, among the scores of families for whom he has found 
employment, there could be found a man, or woman, or 
child, who has ever Jabored for him unrewarded. I honor 
the character of that citizen, and pray that his useful life 
may be prolonged yet many years, that he may continue to 
diffuse comforts as widely as he has done for nearly half a 
century, and enjoy the blessing of many a grateful heart. 
I doubt not, there are many others in this respectable town 
and neighborhood, and in every part of the Free States, of 
like worth. 

Consider now, in humiliating contrast, the wealthy slave- 
holder who cannot say that one farthing of his wealth is the 
fruit of his own industry, but is constrained to confess that 
the poor slaves have earned it all for him. Itis “ the hire 
of his laborers, which has been kept back by fraud,” and it 
“crieth.” He cannot point to one of his laborers and 
say—‘ That man kas been raised to respectability and a 
handsome fortune under my patronage’—as may be done by 
many of our fellow citizens at the North, or even at the 
South in certain cases, where free labor is employed; but 
the slave-holder’s story is only a tale of woe. His laborers 
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have been kept in degrading ignorance for the benefit of the 
master, and lest they might assert their rights.* They 
have been daily robbed of their wages by him; and he is 
about to die and leave them in cruel slavery to maintain 
those white children, whom he has brought up in idleness 
and of whom we hear it said, in tones of shameful commis- 
eration, that “they would be left paupers, ifthe slaves should 
be emancipated.” 

But there is, ordinarily, no necessity for pauperism 
arising from such a cause. The liberated colored people, 
if justly rewarded and kindly treated, as all hired laborers 
ought to be, would be more profitable to their employers 
than if they were continued in slavery. The free man, who 
labors in expectation of reward, will endure double the toil 
which can be sustained by the slave who is compelled to 
labor for no other object than to shun the infliction of pun- 
ishment, under mental sufferings which he cannot shun and 
which are enough to unnerve and paralyze the firmest body. 

My heart grows sick, while I look at this picture of 
shame, and I will relieve my hearers by turning to another 
topic; and yet I cannot promise any thing pleasant on a 
subject which, viewed in every possible aspect, is only repul- 
sive and dreadful. I can cheer and animate you only by 
awakening your hope that slavery, with all its criminality 
and horrors, shall be annihilated. 

Fear of insurrection subsequent to a universal emancipa- 
tion is groundless, and is forbidden by all the facts in the 
history of similar transactions, In this case, above all 
others, the security isentire. The colored people will know, 
and many of them know already, that Abolitionists, whom 
they esteem their friends, universally stand ready to dis- 
courage any thing like mutiny among them, the moment 


* Mark this in proof of what 1 have here asserted. “South Carolina,” 
says Gov. Hayne, “could at any moment, call twenty thousand volunteers 
into the field, without any material diminution of her agricultural produc- 
tions.” —Message. 
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they are free, and even now we say to them—“ Be patient— 
avenge not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath, for 
vengeance belongeth unto God, He will repay.” More- 
over, mutiny is the result of real or supposed oppression, 
and not of freedom and the enjoyment of righteous privi- 
leges. I am not prepared to say that that would be a 
righteous or satisfactory emancipation to which the king of 
Egypt once consented, when he said to the Israelites—* Go 
ye 3 only let your flocks and herds remain.” So, far, -how- 
ever, as emancipation has been carried in several of our 
states, as New-York and Pennsylvania, where the slaves 
were numerous, no evil has followed; although, in very few 
instances was any recompense made for their prior services. 

The St. Domingo bloodshed was the product, not of the 
emancipation of the slaves, but of the despotic attempt of 
the tyrant of France to reduce again to a state of slavery 
the colored people of that island, after they had been free 
from A. D. 1793, when they were declared free by law, to 
A, D. 1802, during which period of nine years, they were 
peaceable and industrious citizens, Jaboring for the whites 
and for themselves, Ignorance of these facts has led some 
good men to suppose that.it was the emancipation of the 
slaves, which occasioned the destruction of the whites by 
the blacks; but these facts being known, who does not ap- 
plaud the colored people of St. Domingo for their refusal 
to submit again to the cruel yoke of slavery ? 

Gloomy as. the prospect is, in regard to our beloved 
country—strong as is the grasp in which the Jittle but nu- 
merous tyrants hold their prey, for the great majority do not 
intend ever to abolish slavery, though the contrary is some- 
times gratuitously asserted on their behalf*—frigid as is. 


*¢T think,” says Governor Hayne of South Carolina in his recent 
vaunting Message to the Legislature, “‘ we may safely conclude that the 
existence of slavery in the South is not to be regarded as ‘an evil only to be 
deplored ;’ but.that it brings along with it corresponding advantages, in 
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the apathy which prevails at present in the Free States on 
this momentous concern—I see some rays of light falling 
on that gloomy prospect ;—I see One, mightier than the 
oppressor, coming to the relief of the oppressed, and his 
voice is heard saying —* Let my people go ;”—and I see this 
criminal apathy yielding to many and powerful causes of 
excitement. The free states begin to perceive that, asa 
part of the nation, they are, to a fearful degree, responsible 
for the sin, and liable to the consequences which may flow 
from it over the whole land. 

When I am told that the needful relief must arise from the 
slave-states themselves, and that the free states have only to 
wait in silence for the slave-holder to discover the wickcd- 
ness of his oppressive practice, independently of all interfer- 
ence on the part of the free states, my heart sinks, and my 
hope would die, if I could turn to no other source of relief; 
for, when was it ever known that sin cured itself? or that 
the oppressor ceased to oppress, until light was poured upon 
his practice from abroad? or his arm was broken by the 
oppressed themselves? The history of the world contains 
not a single fact which conflicts with the inspired declara- 
tion, that ‘ he that letteth shall Jet, until:he be taken out of 
the way.” Why did the Prince of peace command—‘ Go 
ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every crea- 


elevating the character, contributing to the wealth, enlarging the resources, 
and adding to the strength of the state in which it exists.”’ 


There is no “character” more despicable than that of a petty tyrant, who 
boasts that he will “ nullify” the righteous laws of the country, which laws 
are above him; and then tramples on the rights ofa class of his fellow 
citizens, born to equal liberty with himself, but happening, for the present, 
to be in a lower condition and, therefore, not able to resist unrighteous au- 

, thority and power. But, despicable as he is, he presents some amount of 
difficulty to be overcome by the true patriot. There is, however,jin South 
Carolina, a large and respectable party, who loathe the principles of this 
Message; and who, it is believed, will, ere long, place such Governors 
where they may be governed. Query.—Will it not be needful for us at the 
North, for the purpose of “ elevating’ our “character,” to re-establish 
slavery? 
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ture’—if wicked men would work their own reformation, 
independently of the moral influence of others? Such phi- 
losophy would keep back every missionary from foreign 
lands—it would silence those who are saying to the intem- 
perate, “Touch not, taste not”—nay it would seal, in per- 
petual silence, the lips of every minister and friend of Christ 
from saying to others, ‘* Repent ye, for the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand ;” for, agreeably to this weak notion, every 
sinner must be left uninstructed, unwarned, unreproved, un- 
approached, until, of his own mind, he shall “cease to do evil 
and learn to do well.” The notion is infinitely wild and 
absurd, and is counter to the dictates of that ‘“ wisdom 
which is from above and which is first pure, then peaceable.” 
It is no other than that weak and miserable doctrine of 
human expediency, which “ exalteth itself above all that is 
called God” and the law of God, and if allowed to prevail, 
without the counteraction of the only sound moral philoso- 
phy this world has ever known, Tux Puiosoruy or 
Curistianity, it would quickly abolish the moral govern- 
ment of God and accomplish the work of universal ruin. 
On whom, therefore, falls the duty of employing the 
necessary influence ?—the duty of proclaiming, in the name 
of the universal Laweiver of the world, “Liserty To THE 
CAPTIVES,” by saying to their oppressors— Let the people 
go—Break every yoke—Let the oppressed go free’? It is 
obvious that this duty belongs, most fitly, to the citizens of 
the Free States.* It is the penitent man who ought to 
preach repentance to the impenitent. The Free States 
were once guilty of the same high crime of enslaving their 
fellow men ; but, under the light of the gospel, they dis- 


* It is sometimes said, by way of apology for the slave-holders, that we 
once held slaves, and, therefore we must not urge our southern brethren too 
hard to give up the practice. How sound is such philosophy? How soon 
would the world be reformed by it? Because my house was once on fire, 
and, by the timely interference of a neighbor, the fire was extinguished and 
my house saved, ergo, when my neighbor’s house takes fire, I must be still 
and let it burn. 
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covered their sin and reformed ; and, therefore, they may, 
without fearing the charge of hypocricy, turn to their fellow 
citizens who are yet persisting in this heaven-daring sin, 
and, telliag them their own “ experience,” exhort them to 
alike reformation. No foreign nation could so well perform 
this duty as the Free States within our own national limits. 

And here an urgent motive presents itself. So long as 
national wealth is bottomed, in part, on the labor of the 
oppressed, Two Miuions of slaves pouring all their earn- 
ings into the national Treasury, the Free States are partakers 
of that ill-gotten wealth; for this great business concern 
must be viewed in the light of a Copartnership. ‘The man- 
ufactures of the North open a market for the slave-products 
of the South; and these products supply the raw-material 
for the manufactures of the North. There is, also, an 
extensive interchange, between the Free and the Slave States, 
of various articles of food. 

The famous compromise of the last year, in Congress, was 
founded on this mutual advantage.* I state this fact only 
to prove that the Free States enjoy a share in the profits of 
slave-labor ; and, therefore, so long as they consent to 
“‘ wrap it up” for their own pecuniary benefit, they share 
in the guilt of perpetuating slavery in the nation. There 
can be no doubt that some capatalists at the North, feel 
that they have a deep personal, pecuniary interest in this 
matter, and, for this reason, they are unfriendly to the efforts 
of Anti-Slavery Societies. Let them look at this. ‘ The 
Junge of all the earth, who will do right,” holds them 
responsible. Any Northern apologists for Slavery stand 
implicated in the same sin. 

These facts being established, it is proper that I bring to 
view, in this place, some of the prominent evils of the slave- 
system, as additional motives to our action. 

The fact, that the slaves are all unjustly deprived of their 
Liberty, needs here no proof; and it is equally clear that 


* See Speeches made at that time, in Congress. 
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the great blessings of Liberty, which belong to and arise 
out of it, are unjustly withheld from them. Certain com- 
forts are, indeed, allowed to a very small portion of them. 
I mean those who are employed in the houses and about 
the persons of the masters. But it is undeniable that even 
these comforts do not extract the bitterness from the cup of 
slavery—“ it is still a bitter draught;” neither do they 
draw the thorn from the side of the slave—it still rankles 
there, in defiance of all denial, For attempts have repeat- 
edly been made at insurrection in the city of Cuarueston, 
where these. boasted comforts are perhaps more numerous 
than in any other city. In the year 1822 a general insur- 
rection was planned and nearly ready to be carried into 
execution, before discovery was made of it. The slaves had 
secreted a large number of guns and other instruments of 
death, in coffins which they had buried with funeral solemni- 
ties ; and in other places of concealment, they had deposited 
similar weapons. This plot was ingeniously planned and 
extensively organized. After the discovery of the plot, 
thirty-sie of the leaders were publicly executed for the 
purpose (humane?) of terrifying the rest. I was there soon 
after and went to “the lines,” where the execution took 
place, and where the stumps of the several gibbets were then 
to be seen, as they had been hewn down, in contempt, by 
the survivors, the night after the execution. This last fact 
I learned from a slave-holder in Charleston, who expressed 
to me his fear that the trouble was not yet over. He told 
me also, that there was among the conspirators a slave of 
superior character and of uncommon daring, whom it was 
deemed prudent not to execute publicly, and he did not know 
whether that man was put to death privately in his prison, 
or was sent to the West Indies. This slave, when on his 
trial, was asked by his master in a tender tone, whether he 
could have thought of taking his life. ‘To which he replied, 
with a firmness which made the court tremble—“ Yes. And, 
if I shall be set at liberty by the court, I will do it yet.” 
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Elopements of slaves occur almost every day in the city, 
as only a brief visit'to the prisons, where such and many oth- 
er delinquents receive punishment by the whip and other in- 
struments of torture, will show. Here let it be stated that the 
practice of sending servants to the jail to receive their pun- 
ishments, accounts for the fact that so little whipping is seen, 
or heard, by transient visitors in that city, who do not take 
the trouble to visit the jails; and so they tell us that few 
punishments take place there, and that “ the slaves are very 
happy.” So long, however, as such facts as insurrections 
and elopements are known to exist, let us not be told that 
most of even the city slaves would refuse their liberty, if it 
were offered them ; or that “ it is a, worthless thing to them.” 
So far is this from the reality, that they take their liberty, 
often, at the hazard of cruel punishment, ‘and even of their 
lives.* 

But what shall be thought of the far more severe servi- 
tude on the plantations, where is earned the wealth by which 
the slaves, in the city and in the mansion houses of the mas- 
ters, are so comfortably clothed and fed? not to say lodged, 
for their beds are usually the floor without even a pillow. 

Five sixths, and probably a higher proportion, are “ work- 
ed” on the plantations, or as boatmen on the rivers, or in 


*« A state of military preparation must always be with us a state of perfect 


domestic security. A period of profound peace and consequent apathy, may. 


expose us to the danger of domestic insurrection. But, when the freemen 
of the country are in array, WITH ARMS IN THEIR HANDS, there must be an 
end to all apprehension from this source.” —Gov. Haynes’ Message. 

So “the Freemen of the slave states, who are proverbially, jealous of 
their rights” have nothing to do, but to be “in array, with arms in their 
hands” to keep the slaves at their work. What a beautiful and happy state 
of Republicanism! “ Peace may expose to danger!” What is this but 
perpetual war? What is it but the most debasing “ military despotism !” 
And this is a part of our own nation. The Freemen of the North are to stand 
still and behold, without remonstrance, this rising monarchy in this land of 
free republicanism—and, if a word is uttered against it, the speaker is to be 
called “a fanatic,” “an incendiary,” and, perhaps, “ off goes his head.’ 

Charleston “ Union Men” have repeatedly declared their belief that it is 
the purpose of Hayne §- Co. to establish a Monarchy. 


’ 
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some other way distant enough from the “ comforts” of 
which we hearso much. ‘These ‘ groan, being burthened” 
with more grievous oppression than that which causes muti- 
nies and elopements in the city. Of. their clothing decency 
forbids me to speak. Their food is seldom more than one 
peck of corn by the week. Of meat they seldom taste. 
The whole expense of their food and clothing is from twenty- 
five to fifty cents a week, and this is all these “laborers” 
receive for their “hire.” All of the profits go to the mas- 
ter. Does not “the hire of the laborers, which is kept 


back by fraud, cry ?” 

I am unwilling to fill your minds with horror, by recount- 
ing the bodily tortures to which such slaves are subjected as 
in any manner displease their tyrants. It were, perhaps, 
enough to say that these tortures often end in death ; some- 
times, intentionally and in the most savage form.* 

Among the hundreds of cases too revolting to be recited I 
shall select only one, which will shew the condition of such 
slaves as fall into the hands of irreligious and cruel masters. 


* Inference. ‘The slaves are happy and would refuse their liberty, if it 
were offered them.” 

Iam reminded of the remark of an able minister of Christ, now living, 
who, speaking of the demoralizing influence of the slave-system, said, in a 
letter to me—“ It vitiates the morals of both the slave and the master, with 
only this difference ; the vices of the former are the vices of a brute—those 
of the latter are the vices of a devil.” 

A woman has been whipped for only leaving her work in the field a few 
minutes, to run to her hungry infant whose cries she heard, that she might 
hush those cries with aliment from her own bosom, which throbbed for the 
sufferings of her child. 

Lilburn Lewis, of Livingston, Ky, literally chopped in pieces a runaway 
boy, beginning at his feet! and, in the presence of his other slaves whom 
he had collected in the room, threw the pieces in the large fire prepared by 
his order, deliberately lecturing the slaves in the intervals between his acts 
of dissection, while the boy entreated him to terminate his miseries by cut- 
ting off his head. The demon threatened like summary vengeance on the 
rest, in case of their disobedience, or if they should reveal what they had 
seen. But the deed being providentially discovered, the wretch went away 
and took his own life. This occurred in the year 1811, on a Lord’s day. 

See, in “ Rankin’s Letters,’ Letter of Rev. William Dickey, dated 
Bloomingsburg, Oct. 28, 1824. 
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A member of my own Church, a pious and excellent wo- 
man, sixty years of age, was three times severely whipped, 
thirty-nine iashes each time, on the naked back, for no other 
crime than praying with her fellow slaves, and conversing 
with them on the solemn subject of preparing to meet their 
God, by repentance and faith in Jesus Christ. When her 
master saw that he could not destroy her piety with the 
whip, he sold her at auction; but a pious female, who knew 
her and her excellent character, providentially learned his 
design, and having purchased her, gave her freedom. This 
fact demonstrates the turpitude of the slave-system, and the 
counteracting influence of Christianity. 

The instances of truly kind treatment of the slaves, of 
which I have been an observer, and of which we sometimes 
hear at the North, are to be set down, not to the account 
of the slave system or to any mitigating principle belonging 
to it, but, generally, to this counteracting power of the gos- 
pel; which, when it does not eradicate an evil, alleviates it. 

It is Christianity alone, which can destroy the system 
itself and, in this way only, put an end to its abominations. 
To accomplish this, the christianity of the North must unite 
with the christianity of the South, and the tide of moral in- 
fluence will be irresistible. When the numerous christians 
at the South, who abhor the system as heartily as we do, 
shall come to know the real character of the Anti-Slavery 
Societies at the North, for, through misrepresentation, they 
do not yet know it, they will ‘ thank God and take cour- 
age,” and they will hail us as co-workers with themselves, 
in a mighty work which they desire to do, but are not able, 

Christianity is the only power which is adapted to the 
subversion of slavery, for I regard the system and its evils 
as belonging essentially to the department of morals.* 
_* I may respectfully invite the attention—the solemn and prayerful atten- 
tion of such of my brethren in the ministry as have looked on this subject 
as one unfit for the pulpit, to the facts here stated, and ask—are these facts 


unfit for pulpit animadversion? Letters on this subject, or any other found 
in this humble address, I shall be happy to receive from gentlemen at the 
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How can such a system as slavery, viewed in every aspect, 
be of other than a demoralizing tendency, in its influence 
on the community where it exists? And none will deny 
that it had its origin in the wickedness of the wicked. The 
white children are practically educated into pride, oppres- 
sion and cruelty, by being taught from the very cradle to 
act the tyrant over the slaves who are placed under their 
control; and it is, probably, known to most of you, that 
every child of parents, who can afford it, has his slave ap- 
pointed him, both to take the charge of him and to be 
subject to his will, with the profoundest submissiveness of 
temper and manner. 

T would gladly spare myself and you the pain and the 
shame of speaking and hearing the statement which } am 
about to make, if duty to my God and my country and to 
abused and insulted millions, would allow me to be silent. 
But the fact ought to be universally known, that no cloke 
may possibly be drawn over the abominations of the slave 
system. 

The fact to which I allude is that, while marriage is 
almost utterly unknown among the slaves, the seventh com- 
mandment is very extensively trampled beneath the feet of 
the masters, in their intercourse with their slaves. 

Thousands of half white children are sold into slavery 
by their own white fathers. Some of this class are as 
white as their unnatural fathers. Ifthe mother is a slave, 
the children are staves by law, though the father is white 
and is called a gentleman. It is supposed that more than 
one third of all the slaves in this country are naturally re- 
lated to the whites. I repeat it—White fathers—American 
ciT1zENs, who boast loudly of their own freedom and of 
that of their “ posterity,”* sELL THEIR OWN CHILDREN 


North or at the South, who take interest in the woes of the slaves or the 
good of their oppressors. 


* See the introductory clause of the Constitution of the United States. 
“We the people of the United States, in order to form a more perfect 
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INTO SLAVERY; and others traffic in the bedies of their half- 
brothers and sisters. In the history of Inramy, what other 
facts are half so revolting as these? And yet these things 
will continue to be done, so long as slavery shall exist. In 
view of these facts, let not the slave-holder, or his friends, 
accuse the abolitionists of being disposed to encourage the 
intermarriage of whites and blacks. Our purpose is to 
counteract and destroy the abominable wickedness which 
now exists, and which belongs to and grows out of slavery; 
and at which the Nation ought to blush, and “ repent and 
do works meet for repentance.” Tell me, respected fellow- 
citizens,—mnay express your candid opinion to the slave- 
holders,—is immediate abolition too early a measure? or, 
in other words, do you say that such sins must be abandoned 
GRADUALLY ? 

Curistranity and that only, can perform this work of 
purification; and Christianity requires immediate reforma- 
tion. This mighty moral power, which has elevated so 
many nations from the deep degradation of heathenism ; 
which lifted even our own forefathers from the feet of Woden 
and Thor, the ancient idol gods of Britain; and which 
brought us up to the high civil and religious advantages 
we now enjoy, and the immortal hopes we cherish—this 
same mighty moral power is equal to the destruction of all 
sinful practice and to the restoration of all men to their 
native rights. 

It is this power, for the christian religion is the moral 
power of God, which is equal to the overthrow of slavery. 


union, establish justice, ensure domestic tranquility, provide for the common 
defence, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty to 
ourselves and our posrerity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for 
the United States of America.” Are not the thousands of mulatto slaves a 
part of the “ posterity” of their white fathers? and are not these slaves, at 
least, born free, agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution? Surely, the 
slave-holders ought to be looking up their “ posterity.” The fact is well 
attested that one slave-holder has seventy children in slavery. His 
“posterity”? will soon be numerous. 
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i do, indeed, regard slavery as the most formidable enemy 
which the gospel has to encounter. You may easier enter 
‘the ancient dominion” of the ten thousand heathen deities, 
and throw down their images and their shrines, and turn 
their worshipers to the obedience of Jenovan’s statutes, 
than you can persuade the iron heart of the slave-holder to 
unclinch the grasp by which he holds the Liberty of his 
fellow men, and is able to convert all their toils, ignorance 
and sufferings to his own pecuniary emolument and luxu- 
rious gratification. I know that the wisdom and power of 
our statesmen can never achieve the annibilation of slavery 
in our country; but I am not in like despair of the wisdom 
which planned the universe, and the power which created 
and made it. Equal wisdom and power Jenova has 
lodged in his inspired word, and this word he has placed in 
the hands of his people to be employed by them “ against 
all the workers of iniquity”—* principalities and powers” of 
evil. So our confidence does ‘not stand in the wisdom of 
men, but in the power of God.” ‘ This wisdom none of the 
princes of this world knew; for, had they known it, they 
would not have crucified the Lord of glory,” but they 
would have submitted themselves to him; and, under the 
guidance of that wisdom which he has revealed, they would 
have purified and saved the world from the sin and wretch- 
edness which yet so extensively prevail in all the nations. 
Armed with such wisdom and power, to despair of final and 
complete success, we should be guilty of the sin of unbelief, 
and yield to the timidity of a wicked heart. 

The object, and the means, and the mighty effort to reach 
that object, are before the true friends of Liberty. Shall 
the object be attained? They, who have faith in Gon, 
have only to make the effort in due dependence on Him. 
_ Their success will be as sure as His promise. 

Christians ‘will speak the truth in the ears of the trans- 
gressors at every hazard. They will speak kindly, for the 
very purpose of the gospel is to ‘bless men by turning 
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every one of them from their iniquities ;”” but they will speak 
firmly too, for the occasion. demands it. 

I am not addressing men who are incapable of refuting 
the hundred objections which are raised against making the 
needful and noble effort. I am by no means: ignorant of 
these objections ; but I have weighed them and have found 
them wanting in every thing which should occasion even a 
pause in the progress of Anti-Slavery Societies. 

Let me state a few of the more popular objections. 

1. It is not time to make the effort. 

But the evil is growing worse, and its cure is becoming 
more difficult, so long as it is neglected. The objection 
amounts, therefore, to an eternal postponement of the whole 
subject. God says, “now ;”—this objection says, ‘ never.” 

2. Anti-Slavery is unpopular. 

But this is only saying that Slavery is so popular, that it 
requires some moral courage to storm its strong holds and 
to march up to the citadel under the fire of its cannon. 
Such men, as are dismayed by this objection, would, per- 
haps, always think it best to remain snug at home, till the 
battle-strife is over. Their wisdom consists in living them- 
selves, that they may bury the dead. Anti-Slavery will be 
unpopular, until about the time of its triumph. After the 
triumph, what will be thought of it? And what will then 
be thought of slavery and its abettors ? 

3. Excitement is wrong. 

Why? Because excitement threatens the subversion of 
slavery. No great public enterprize was ever accomplished 
without a general excitement. Friends will be awakened, 
and it may not much surprize us, if enemies, also, are awak- 
ened. Suppose that the slave-holder should be alarmed at 
the prospect of emancipation ;—he may, also, begin to be 
alarmed at the prospect of a coming day of righteous judg- 
ment; and this may lead him to feel the propriety of repent- 
ance before God. If you mean that slavery shall continue, 
prevent excitement by lulling yourself and your fellow 
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citizens into a state of entire apathy in regard to it. The 
slave-holder would thank you, and the groans of the slave 
would be redoubled. 

Tell the slave-holder that you think all the emancipators 
mad, and you will effectually prop up the infernal system 
of legal and organized oppression and cruelty. 

4. The colored people have no souls. 

This is said by thousands ;* and many, who admit they 
have souls, deny that they have intellectual capacities equal 
to those of white men. Let me ask, if it is a white man that 
makes either of these cognate objections? How much soul 
or intellect has that man? How much knowledge of the 
history of the world he lives in does he possess ? 

The Egyptians were descendants of Ham by his son 
Mizraim, who gave name to the country; for, in the Old 
Testament Hebrew, Egypt is generally called Mizar ;+ 
and by the inhabitants it is called Mezer, or Mezr, to this 
day. We learn from Heroporvs, the most ancient Greek 
historian, that the Egyptians were ‘black with curling hair.”* 


* « Let us not despair,” said the now lamented WiteErrorce, in a noble 
speech in the year 1791. “It is a blessed cause ; and success, ere long, will 
crown our exertions. Already we have gained one victory. We have 
obtained for these poor creatures, the recognition of their human nature, 
which, for a while, was most shamefully denied them.” I have proof that 
this shameful denial has been acted over in Massachusetts within the last 
year. 


t See, particularly, Psalm CV. 23. “ Mizraim and Ham,” and 1. Chron. 
1. 8 et seq. 


t See Herodotus in Euterpe, Section 104; 99—103.15. 

Egyptians were all black ; but from the fact that the mummies are found, 
some with curled hair and others with straight hair, it is probable that the 
Asiatic descendants of Ham, with straight hair, settled in considerable num- 
bers among the original Egyptians whose hair, like that of the Ethiopians, 
“ was crisp and curling.” See Herod. in Polymnia, Sec. 70. 

I am told by a gentleman who has seen it, that an ancient Sphinz, from 
Egypt, now in London, has a NVegro’s head ; and, I believe, the same is 
true of the great immovable one near the pyramids. 

Herodotus says that the Asiatic Ethiopians had straight hair, but the 
African Ethiopians had “ hair more crisp and curling than any other men Su 
yet he argues that the Colchians were descended from the Egyptians, from 
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Ask, therefore, the ‘ three hundred and thirty ancient 
kings of Egypt,” among whom were Menes, Sesostris, 
Rhamses, the Pharaohs, and “ eighteen native Ethiopians” — 
ask those black men, negroes, of Egypt, to whom the world 
is indebted for the earliest cultivation of literature, science 
and the arts—ask the Ethiopian Eunuch, a high officer in 
the court of Canpace, a Necress—that black man, that 
Necro, to whom God sent Philip to preach Jesus, ex- 
pounding to him the sublime poem of Isaiah—ask universal 
“Ethiopia, when she shall stretch out her hands unto God”— 
ask thousands of the same race in our own country, who, 
under the greatest disadvantages, not being able to read the 
Bible, have, nevertheless, learned “ the wisdom of God,” 
and through grace are qualified for seats of glory in heaven, 
among the spirits of the “just” white “men made perfect”— 
ask ALL THESE to reply to the objection, that colored people 
have no souls, or that they are intellectually inferior.* 

5. Slavery is not so great an evil to the Suaves as it has 
been said to be. Of this objection I shall say little more 
than that it manifests gross ignorance of the evils of slavery. 
I shall not be able to exhibit one half of the sufferings of the 
slaves to-night. The objector is, perhaps, one of those 
amiable and tender-hearted men who are stoutly ‘‘ opposed 
to slavery in the abstract,” but who have many “ apologies” 
to offer for the system, “as it actually exists.” But permit 
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the fact that “they were black and had curling hair ;” which, however, he 
says, is not certain proof that they were descended from the Egyptians, 
because these same characteristics were common to many other nations of 
Africa, as well as to the Egyptians. 

History informs us that the Ethiopians claimed the Egyptians as a Colony, 
settled from themselves, which they could not well claim, if they were not 
like them, Nucrors. Carthage was settled from Sidon, which place receiv- 
ed its name from Zidon,a son of Canaan; and, therefore, the Carthaginians 
were black with straight hair. 


* Let the pale objector venture into the presence of the colored President 
of Hayti with this objection, in any shape he may please to put it, and he 
will grow paler, as he shall meet the searching contemptuous glance of that 
black man’s eye. 
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me to ask—What is “slavery in the abstract”? What 
is intemperance in the abstract 2?” God grant that neither 
Slavery nor Intemperance, nor aby other sin, may exist 
longer, except in the abstract. ‘This would be the consum- 
mation of our desires. Let Slavery not exist in any actual 
form, and I will consent to endure, in my own person, all 
the evils of Slavery in the abstract. 

6. More important objects demand the attention of the 
christian community. 

What more important object? Here are at home, in the 
midst of the Churches and near them, more than two millions 
of “persons,”* who are prevented by law from “searching 
the scriptures,” for the slave laws forbid their being taught 
to read. Thus the Bible is with-held from them; and those 
who countenance slavery “as it actually exists,” actually 
partake of the guilt of “taking away the key of knowledge.” 
Such of the slaves, as are allowed to hear preaching, cannot 
know whether the preacher declares to them “the way of 
God in truth,” or is only “ beguiling them with enticing 
words of man’s wisdom.}” Men who claim the right of ex- 
amining the Bible for themselves, as all of you wisely claim, 
ought to be the last to think it enough for others to listen to 
and believe in any thing and every thing the preacher may 
choose tosay. Surely, no christian will deny that divine 
truth is as essential to one class of menas to another.t If, 

* See Constitution of United States, Art. 1, Sec. 11. “all other persons.” 
Let the reader observe, however, that the Constitution does not require the 
existence of slavery ; and, if interpreted by the principles of the Declaration 


of Independence, as it ought tobe and as it aill be, it forbids the existence 
of slavery. 

t Many of these go twelve or more miles to hear preaching, and thousands 
have not even that privilege. Many spend the sabbath in fishing, or in 
some way even more objectionable, because there is mo meeting they can 
attend. 

t Contrast the state of the slaves, in this respect, with that of the free 
colored people of the North, and then judge of those Northern travellers 
who gravely assert that ‘‘the condition of the slaves is in every respect 
better than that of our colored people,” nearly all of whom are well able to 
read and write, and some are highly educated. 
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therefore, the result of our efforts should be no more than 
to place the Scriptures in the hands of more than two mil- 
lions of our fellow citizens and their posterity, to whom “as 
slavery actually exists,” not even the American Bible Soci- 
ety can give the sacred treasure ; what object offers stronger 
claims to christian enterprize? Iknow notany. Something 
has been said about the duty of sending the gospel to Africa, 
and much more ought to be said, and something ought to be 
done as well as said. If you would convert Africa to the 
christian faith, prepare and send to her well-educated, pious 
colored missionaries, who shall be able, truly, to tell the 
inhabitants that Christians in America do not hold their 
fellow men in slavery ; which, you are aware, they cannot 
safely tell them, until slavery is abolished among christians. 

Is not “ immediate emancipation” necessary ? 

Thad noted down a long catalogue of objections, butI ought 
not to waste either your time or my own in refuting them. 
There are, however, intelligent and good men, on whose 
minds objections, similar to those I have stated, have yet 
some influence. But, I am persuaded, they need only the 
opportunity of putting such objections to the test of a care- 
ful examination to perceive that they are groundless. Some 
men have read many objections to the gospel, which, after- 
wards, they found to have arisen from mistake or misrepre- 
sentation.* We do not desire that our fellow citizens 
adopt our principles and come into our association, without 
very serious investigation of the whole subject; but we may 
respectfully express our desire that they will not condemn 
us unheard, or cherish in themselves that apathy which, if 
it were universal, would withhold, from millions of our fellow 
men, all that sympathy which untold, unspeakable sufferings 


* Those New Englanders ought to hide their heads in shame, who have 
gone to the South and told the slave-holders, or even allowed them to 
believe, thatit is the purpose of Anti-Slavery Societies either “ to encourage 
insurrection,” or to ask of slave-holders “ to turn off their slaves to run 
wild like cattle,” without instruction and without the restraints of civil law. 
They know better. Let these “false accusers” look to their motives. 
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may reasonably claim ;—that apathy, which would leave the 
masters in all their guilt and exposed to fearful temporal 
and subsequent retributions ;—and which would leave the 
slaves in all their darkness and wretchedness. 

The man who would not be himself a slave—the woman 
who feels that she and all of her sex have a right to protec- 
tion from cruelty and insult—the parents who would not 
calmly commit their- children to the hands of the slave- 
holder—the brothers and sisters and children, who would not 
see their dearest relatives in slavery, ought not to be indif- 
ferent to the woes of others who even now, while we are 
here in all our happiness, are groaning beneath countless 
sufferings—sufferings heaped upon them, for no fault of 
their own, by their proud, unfeeling, inhuman task-masters. 

Shall the present millions of slaves wear their chains to 
their graves and leave to their children only the sad inheri- 
tance of all their’ miseries? It lies much in your power to 
prevent this. Your voice of entreaty, of rebuke, of remon- 
strance, of loud and fearless and fervent expostulation, may 
be heard throughout the land, and it cannot be heard 
without some good effect. Members of the same community 
have a right to expect a candid hearing, when, in the spirit 
of christian kindness and faithfulness, they plead with their 
fellow citizens on a subject, and against a crime, which, like 
slavery, affects the interests, and, therefore, the responsibili- 
ties of the entire CommonweaLTH. 

This Society recognizes no religious distinctions, but 
embraces in it all classes of christians. ‘To one denomina- 
tion, however, a tribute of honor is due, and I cannot with- 
hold it. So early as the year 1672, the New England 
Soeiety of Friends solemnly agreed to “bear a faithful 
testimony against slavery.” ‘‘ Since that period up to the 
present time the Society has labored against this great sin.” 

‘¢ As a member of the religious society of Frienps,” says 
a talented and very worthy gentleman in a recent letter to 
- myself, “I cannot but rejoice at the fact that the testimony 
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against slavery, which has so long been borne by that 
Society, is at this time engaging the hearts and enlisting 
the sympathies of so many of all classes and denominations 
of our countrymen. 

With my whole heart and soul, | welcome them to the 
support of this blessed cause ;—this peaceful controversy of 
Truth and Love and Mercy with Error and Hate and 
Prejudice.”* 

Let the entire population of the Free States speak but 
one sentiment in the ears of their fellow citizens of the Slave 
States—let them unite with the numerous true friends of 
Liberty in the South, and “ bear faithful testimony” against 
all oppression, whether it affect black men or white men— 
whether it affect the slaves of the South or the FREE colored _ 
people of both the South: and the North—let them show 
that the colored man of the North is'in fact free and not 
oppressed—-not kept in barbarous ignorance by law or 
prejudice, but is at liberty, by honest industry, to acquire 
knowledge, or property, to any extent he may desire, and, 
when he has acquired it, may use it for his own benefit and 
that of his family ;—let the citizens of the North give proof 
that they possess minds too elevated and enlarged to indulge 
the vain notion, that the most important distinction between 
men consists in shape or complexion, and their influence 
will not only be felt by those who are guilty of degrading 
their fellow men, but it will be overwhelming and irresisti- 
ble. The slave-holder will perceive and feel that his duty, 
his interest, his honor and every worthy motive, require 
him to cherish and elevate the colored man, instead of dis- 
honorably and cruelly depressing him to the level of the 
brute. 

When this shall be done, and the Two Mittrons of slaves 
for whom I plead, shall breathe the air of Liberty, the entire 
nation will experience a most happy influence—the warm 
blood of joyous Freepom will circulate through every 


* J, G. Whittier. 
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member—every artery and vein, of the body politic ;—peace 
will reign through all our coasts !—Nortuern and Sour- 
ERN jealousies and strifes will cease, and the ‘saying of the 
king of Israel will be sustained by practical proof—‘Happy 
is that people that is in such a case—yea, happy is that 
people whose Gop is the Lorp.” 


True Liberty was christian, sanctified, 

Baptized and found in christian hearts alone: 
First-born of Virtue—daughter of the skies! 

Nursling of TRUTH divine: sister of all 

The graces—meekness, gentleness and love: 

Giving to God and Man, and all below, 

That symptom showed of sensible existence, 

Their due unasked ; fear to whom fear was due, 

To all, respect, benevolence and love. 

Companion of Religion! where she came, 

There Freedom came ; where dwelt, there Freedom dwelt, 
Ruled where she ruled—ExrirED WHERE SHE Exrirep.” 


GONSVEVVUAILION 


OF THE 


ANTLSLAVERY SOCIETY OF SALEM AND VICINITY. 


PREAMBLE. 


On the formation of any Society which professes to have for its object 
something affecting the general interests of the community, it is due both to 
themselves and to their fellow citizens, that those so associating frankly 
avow that object, the motives which influence them to seek it, and the 
principles which shall govern them in their efforts for its attainment. 


Therefore, We the undersigned citizens of Salem and Vicinity, declare 
the following to be the object of our association ; the motives by which we 
are actuated ; and the principles of our action. 


I. THE OBJECT. 


Our object is the extinction of Slavery in the Nation of which we are 
citizens. 


Il. THE MOTIVES. 


Our first motive is the unmerited sufferings of more than Two Millions of 
our fellow men, who are held in slavery under the laws of several of the 
states of this Union. 

These sufferings consist in their deprivation of Liberty and its concomi- 
tant blessings, as they are enjoyed by the Frep under the Constitution and 
laws of this Nation; and in the numerous positive evils endured by them 
under oppressive laws and the government oftheir masters. 

We believe the truths which, in the Declaration of our Independence, are 
solemnly asserted as “ self-evident,’ and desire their practical operation on 
the minds of all of our fellow citizens: viz. “that all men are created 
equal ; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable 
rights ; among these, are Lirz, Linrrty and THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS.” 

But, in violation of these “ self-evident” and fundamental truths, the 
slaves are deprived of the protection of Lirr, being subjected to the will of 
the masters, being denied the right of their oath, and being guarded by no 
adequate legal provisions. 

They are deprived of Lrnrrty by the Laws of several of the states, not 
for any crime, but exclusively for the emolument and luxury of the masters. 

They are prevented the pursuit or Harriness by the laws which make 
them slaves. 

They are prohibited intellectual improvement and, without any fault of 
their own, reduced to and held in the degraded condition of extreme igno- 
rance ; and, by this fact, they are shut out from the light of revelation and, 
consequently, from a knowledge of the great principles of virtue, at the same 
time that, by the commission of crime, they are exposed to punishments 
more severe than are inflicted in the same states on white persons guilty of 
the same offences. 

They are denied the enjoyments of domestic life, being liable at any mo- 
ment to be separated, husband and wife, parents and chi dren, brothers and 


sisters, from each other, to enhance the property, or to gratify the passions, , 


or as an unavoidable consequence of the death or bankruptcy of their 
masters. Their sacred rights, secured to them under the divine law of 
marriage, are thus cruelly wrested from them by the counteraction of the 
most unjust human enactments. 
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They are compelled to labor without reward. It is not to the fact of labor 
that we object. Industry is every man’s duty. But the injustice against 
which we object is, that the slave receives no adequate reward for his toils. 
If the comparatively small number of house servants enjoy certain advantages 
in food and clothing, it cannot be denied that it is not at the expense of the 
masters, but of their fellow slaves, whose unrewarded toils on the plantation 
or elsewhere are the source of that wealth which enables the master to foster 
his favorite house or sie a servants, and to deck them as a part of the splen- 
did equipage of his own luxury. Women, as well as men, are driven, like 
cattle, to the field and their tozls, beneath the whip. 

It is not our purpose to state here all the sufferings of the slaves; that 
would require volumes. 

Our second motive is the criminality of slavery. This motive is too com- 
prehensive to admit of detail ; but it may be shown in two or three aspects, 
Slavery is always a “self-evident” crime on the part of those who establish 
it, and of those who perpetuate it. 

Guilt may attach to those who only connive at it, and do not exert such 
influence as they possess to prevent or extinguish it; especially, when they 
are so circumstaaced as to reap any portion of its profits. No man can 
righteously make his fellow man his property, or receive such property from 
the hands of another, or approve of such practice. 

As citizens of the United States, the citizens of the Free States are impli- 
cated in the criminality of slavery, so long as they approve it, or connive at 
in the nation. Tse Constitution or Tax Unirep States does not require 
the existence of Slavery ; and the principles of liberty and right on which 
the Constitution is established, as they are set forth in the Declaration of 
Independence, imperatively forbid that any class of the people be so depriv- 
ed of “ liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

Slavery is, therefore, an absurd and daring infraction of that Constitution, 
as interpreted agreeably to those principles, which were declared to be and 
really.are the foundation of our government. These have been declared to 
the world in such form that it is impossible to amend or alter the “ declara- 
tion,” and, consequently, it is the duty of all the citizens toexert their 
influence to procure the extinction of slavery as early as possible. 

Our third motive is the good of both masters and slaves. It is not our de- 
sire to persuade the holders of slaves todo aught which will be injurious to 
themselves. It is never injurious to a man that he do right; and we have 
facts enough to prove that the interests of the masters will rather be promot- 
ed than made to suffer by the immediate, simultaneous emancipation, with a 
view to their employment as hired laborers, of all the slaves in the Union. 
if, however, there were no such facts on record, there is on record the 
following guaranty of the Omnipotent Ruler, than which, certainly, no 
better is desirable. 

“ Loose the bands of wickedness—undo the heavy burdens—let the oppress- 
ed gu free—break every yoke. Then shall thy light break forth as the morn- 
ing, and thy health shall spring forth speedily, and thy righteousness shall 
go before thee—the glory of the Lord shall be thy rear-ward.” 

This guaranty is ample in every case involved ;. but, if it is not to be relied 
on in this case, it may never be, and the pledge of Jehovah is given in vain, 
or only to be contemned by those to whom it would be asa “sun anda 
shield.” : 

Then, too, we dare not overlook the fact that the arm of a just God 18 
stretched out for the oppressed and against the oppressor. Every nation, 
in which slavery has been tolerated, has, sooner or later, suffered by it much 
beyond any advantage which has accrued from it. 

Its existence in the United States at this moment threatens the dissolution 
of the happy Union which every patriot desires to confirm and perpetuate, 
and which nothing else seems to put in jeopardy. 

The Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, that perfect system of justice and 
benevolence, enjoins that we do to others as we would that they should do 
: us, and assures us that, if we know these things, sappy are we, if we do 
them, i 
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While, therefore, we act for the extinction of slavery in our beloved coun- 
try, we are sure that we act for the good of the nation at large, and of the 
masters in particular, as well as for the restoration of the “ unalienable”’ 
privileges of freemen, of about one sixth part of our entire population, who 
are generally our fellow citizens by birth, and whose past toils and priva- 
tions and sufferings, consequent on their enslavement, have earned for them 
a righteous participation in the immunities and advantages which a Benefi- 
cent Providence has bestowed on the nation, whose duty and honor and 
welfare require that these evils be removed, and that these blessings be 
diffused as widely as possible. 


IIz. PRINCIPLES OF ACTION. 


The principles by which we shall govern ourselves are the same as those 
which have been so well exhibited in the Declaration of sentiments made 
by the National Anti-Slavery Society,and which are briefly expressed in the 
following words: 

“ Our principles forbid the doing of evil that good may come, and lead us 
to reject, and to entreat the oppressed to reject, the use of all carnal weapons 
for their deliverance from bondage,—relying solely on those which are 
spiritual and mighty through God to the pulling down of strong-holds.” 


We, therefore, solemnly adopt the following 


CONSTITUTION. 


SECTION I. 


ARTICLE I. This Society shall be called, THE ANTI-SLAVERY 
SOCIETY OF SALEM AND VICINITY. 

ART. II. Any person, declaring the sentiments of the Preamble to be 
his own and signing this Constitution, shall be a member of this Society, so 
long as he shall co-operate with the Society for the attainment of its object. 


SECTION II. 


ART. I. The Officers of this Society shall be a President, four Vice 
Presidents, a Recording and a Corresponding Secretary, a Treasurer and 
siz Counsellors, who shall together constitute a Board of Managers. 

ART. II. The Society shall hold a meeting annually on the fourth 
Monday in January, for the choice of officers and other business. 

ART. III. The Secretary shall call a special meeting of the Society, 
when so directed by a vote of the Board of Managers. 

ART. IV. The Board shall meet quarterly on the fourth Monday in 
January, April, July and October, and oftener, if they shall deem it neces- 
sary. 

ART. V. Five members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for doing 
business; a less number may adjourn. 

ART. VI. The Board of Managers shall have power fo fill any vacancies 
which may occur by the resignation, removal to a distance, or death of any 
of its members. 

ART. VII. The Board shall appoint the place of their own meetings 
and those of the Society, and shall make the necessary provisions and 
arrangements. 


SECTION III. 


ART. I. No moneys shall be collected by a tax on the members, except 
for defraying the necessary expenses of the Society ; but each member shalk 
be at liberty to subscribe or contribute to its funds in such measure as he 
shall judge to be his duty, 
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ART. II. All funds belonging to the Society shall be expended under 
the direction of the Board. 


ART. III. The funds of the Society may be expended for defraying the 
necessary expenses, incurred for the interests and accommodation of the 
Society, or for the accommodation of the Board; and in the purchase, 
printing or distribution of such works on the subject of Slavery as the Board 
shall judge to be adapted to the promotion of the cause of emancipation. 


ART. 1V. An Auditor of the Treasury shall be chosen by the Society 
at the annual meeting, who shall inspect the accounts of the Treasurer 
previous to the next annual meeting and make report to the Society. 


SECTION IV. 


Any article in this ‘Constitution may be altered, or expunged, or a new 
article may be added, by a vote of two thirds of the members present at any 
regular meeting of the Society. 


Tue Society, then consisting of eighty Members, was organized 
on the evening of the 27th January, by the choice of the following 
gentlemen to fill the several offices the ensuing year :— 


Rev. CYRUS P. GROSVENOR, of Salem, President. 
Dea. WILLIAM B. DODGE, of Salem, Ist Vice President. 
~ Doct. INGALLS KITTREDGE, of Beverly, 2d do. 
~~ Col. JESSE PUTNAM, of Danvers, 3d do. 
Capt. BENJA. PORTER, of Marblehead, 4th do. 
Rey. Groner B. Cuzrver, of Salem, Corresponding Secretary. 
Dea. Rurus Purwam, of Salem, Recording Secretary. 


Mr. Tuomas Spencer, of Salem, 
Rey. Joun Houroyp, of Danvers, 
Mr. E. B. Dearzorn, of Marblehead, 
Mr. Naruan Putnam, of Salem, 
Dea. Ricuarp M. Cureman, “ 

Mr. Witiiam TreapweLt, “ 


Mr. Rozert Cogswett, of Salem, Treasurer. 
Mr. Bensamiy H. Ives, “ _ Auditor. 


Counsellors. 


This Society consists at this date (March 31) of nearly 400 members. 


N. B. The Constitution is re-printed in connexion with Mr. Gros- 
venor’s Address, in order to its more general circulation; and such 
gentlemen as have another copy of the Constitution are desired to pre- 
sent it to their friends. 


{> The Society usually meets on the fourth Monday of every 
month, 


